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Cambodia
November 29, 2012

Notice: Update on Inter-country Adoptions in
Cambodia

The Special Advisor for Children's Issues, Ambassador Susan Jacobs, met
with host government officials in Cambodia on October 28 and 29 regarding
Cambodia’s efforts to meet obligations under the Hague Convention on
Intercountry Adoption (the Convention).  The United States continues to
support Cambodia's efforts to improve its child welfare system and
intercountry adoption process.  We welcome Cambodia's efforts to
implement fully its new law on intercountry adoption.

The Cambodian government has indicated that it intends to begin accepting
adoption petitions on January 1, 2013.  Based on this information, the
Department of State is currently assessing whether consular officers will be
able to certify that individual adoptions will comply with the Convention, the
Intercountry Adoption Act of 2000, and U.S. implementing regulations.  The
Department has made no decision as to when intercountry adoptions
between the United States and Cambodia will resume. 

We continue to caution adoption service providers (ASPs) and prospective
adoptive parents that important steps must still take place to ensure that
adoptions between Cambodia and the United States comply with the
Convention, the U.S. law, and implementing regulations before intercountry
adoptions between the United States and Cambodia may resume.  ASPs
should not initiate, nor claim to initiate, adoption programs in Cambodia
until they receive notification from the Department of State that it will
resume processing Convention adoption visa applications in Cambodia.

Updated information will be provided on adoption.state.gov as it becomes
available.
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